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ABSTRACT

‘The European Commission DG RTD INCO Copernicus programme IC15.CT98.0302 commenced in September 1998 with the following objectives: to improve microbiological
surveillance of potentally toxigenic corynebacteria, to organise a network of Reference Laboratories within Eastern Europe (EE)and to stimulate information and technology exchange
between countres ofEaser and Wesier Eurape (WE).leen parners rom ine couniries of E€ and WE prtcpated in this pogramme,inclucing the UK, France, Armeria, Belarus

RESULTS

+ Establishment of New National Diphtheria Reference Centers in the following counties: Amenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Latvia and the Ukraine.
+ Development and introduction of new rapid methods for determination of toxigenicity:
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METHODS

‘The above programme, which is primarily a joint research program me, started on 1 September 1998 and completed on 28 February 2002, was functioning via established network of
eleven partners from 9 countries of Easter and Western Europe, including the UK, France, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Romania, Russian federation and the Ukraine (Fig. 1)
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CONCLUSIONS
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because of the following:

» Harmonization of methodologi
 Implementation of new magnnsnc methods (EIA, ICS)

- Strengthening of surveilance

-Establishment of scienfic collaboration

Information exchange and transfer of technologies.

- Acquisition of necessary reagents and equipment by Partners
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